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OBJECTIVE OF THE HANDOUT 

This handout will help you: 

1. Identify the most common problems in technical PowerPoint presentations. 
2. Construct clear, message-based presentations. 

TECHNICAL EXPLANATION OF TECHNICAL PRESENTATIONS  

The purpose of technical presentations is to either inform about certain technical 
knowledge, or to persuade regarding a certain idea or hypothesis. The audience 
could thus be technical or not.  

Technical presentations usually suffer from: 

• Too much information and words 
• Cluttered organization that leaves the audience confused as to what order 

to read 
• Small and unreadable text 

Examples: 

  

ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

Use the Assertion-Evidence approach to create message-based slides that 
are supported by visual evidence:  

 

Step 1: Include one message per slide (rather than one topic leading to many 
messages per slide):  

 

 

Step 2: When it is not possible to support the main message with visual 
evidence, use design principles strategically, such as highlights/ contrast, and 
limit the number of items to 6 or less items per slide.  

           

 

TAKEAWAYS 

r Effective technical presentations are built on messages, not topics.  
r Each slide should communicate one message that is supported by visual 

evidence.  
r If no visuals are available, use bullet lists strategically considering design 

elements such as contrast and number of elements on the slide (limit to 6). 

Corrosion and Hydriding

n Different alloys have different in-reactor corrosion rates and 
consequently different degrees of hydriding and degradation of 
mechanical properties 

n => benefit of designing good alloy (e.g. M5 (Framatome) and ZIRLO 
(W) have better corrosion properties than Zircaloy)

Hydrides are brittle and 
can severely degrade 
cladding ductility

Oxidation measured 
by weight gain

Sabol et al. Portland 1997


