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THE
ASTRAZENECA-
OXFORD VACCINE \\
CONTROVERSY Q

Some European countries have temporarily suspended V
the use of the AstraZeneca-Oxford COVID-19 vaccine

as a precautionary measure based on reports of

thrombosis or low platelets in persons who had received

the vaccine.

Here's what we know so far

1 EFFICACY

e The overall efficacy is 70.4% with variations according to
vaccine dosing

o Efficacy was higher when the time interval between the
first and second dose was = 12 weeks

e Single-dose vaccine efficacy 21-90 days after vaccination
was 76%

e Efficacy of the AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine was similar
across all age groups

e Efficacy against asymptomatic transmission was 59% in
individuals who received a half dose followed by a
standard dose

2 SAFETY

e Vaccine had a good safety profile with common
reported reactions including injection-site pain,
feeling feverish, muscle aches, headaches

e Reactions were less common in older adults
(aged =56 years) than younger adults

e Studies did not report an increased risk of
thrombosis or low platelets

e Booster dose (second dose) of AstraZeneca-
Oxford vaccine is safe and better tolerated than
the first dose

9 PROTECTION AGAINST EMERGING
VARIANTS

e The AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine does not
provide adequate protection against the South
African variant with an efficacy of only 10.4%

e The AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine was as
effective on the UK variant as it is on non-UK
variants

4 REAL LIFE DATE

e In Scotland, risk of hospital admission for COVID-19
decreased by up to 94% four weeks after the first
doses were administered

5 POSITION OF INT
HEALT

ERNATIONAL
H AUTHORITIES

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

e At this time, WHO considers that the benefits of the
AstraZeneca vaccine outweigh its risks and recommends
that vaccinations continue

EUROPEAN MEDICINES AGENCY

e AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine is ‘safe and effective,’
but a link to blood clots cannot be ruled out
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