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Avicenna’s Flying Man Thought Experiment (FMTE) 
imagines a person suddenly coming into existence 
in midair, without any sensory input or memories. 
The Flying Man (FM) is said to be aware of something 
but unaware of his body. What exactly is FM aware of? 
Relying on Avicenna’s distinction between essence 
and existence, we challenge the claim that FM is 
aware of the essence of their self, and defend the 
idea that FM is aware only of the existence of his self. 
Then we address the claim that this interpretation 
makes FMTE a fallacy. Drawing on Einstein’s 
distinction between the inside observer versus the 
outside observer in his elevator thought experiment, 
we argue that FMTE is a sound argument in 
Avicenna’s philosophical framework.
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