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This study on Youth in Marginalized Settings in
Lebanon aims to reveal the interactions of youths
with the conditions of social marginalization in
which they live. The fieldwork was conducted

in summer 2019 on 144 focus groups in 38
marginalized zones in Lebanon, including Lebanese
poverty pockets, Palestinian camps and Syrian
gatherings, 48 focus groups were created for each
nationality, of which 24 were exclusively males and
24 exclusively females. The 1173 participants in
these focus groups were young men and women
aged between 15 and 25 years old. 22 questions
were put forward to each group. It includes, as
well, a survey undertaken in 2021 on education
provision in the same zones of marginalization.

The current book deals with the answers of young
people related to their school life, and it revolves
around two questions: 1) How would you describe
the level of education? 2) How would you describe
the atmosphere of the school? What do you
remember?

As for educational provision, the question is: How
do principals lead schools, and how do teachers
manage classes in areas that serve marginalized
regions in times of crisis in Lebanon?

The study shows that young people view the
schools they attended with bitterness. The
prevailing view of most of them is that the level of
education is poor and that violence dominates the
atmosphere. In the matter of level, young people
blame the teachers and the curriculum in the first
place. Teachers do not have sufficient competence
and do not perform well in teaching methods, in
addition to the absence of professional ethics.

As for the curriculum, the main problem lies in
teaching a foreign language. The picture becomes
positive in the opposite cases. But the main
positive aspect is the presence of extracurricular
activities. This attitude towards extracurricular
activities was associated with companionship

with schoolmates. As for the bad atmosphere, the
principal, the teacher, and part of the students
share the responsibility. Among its main causes are
violence, chaos, and discrimination.
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As for the part related to educational provision in
the context of the crisis, and distance education,

it was found that the principals were unable to
provide support to the school members, due to the
lack of resources. The economic situation and the
random performance of the Ministry exacerbated
the educational obstacles. It is true that some
principals sometimes take the initiative, but at the
end, the students plotted great losses in learning
opportunities in the last years. As for the teachers,
they were constrained by a lack of resources as
well, then by the difficult conditions for parents
and students, as well as by the deterioration of
internet and electricity services. Similarly, some
teachers have taken initiatives and developed their
own capabilities.

The picture that combines what the youth,
principals and teachers said that the children of
marginalized and poor areas received a

poor education.
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