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The study aims to reveal the interactions of youths
with the conditions of social marginalization in
which they live. The fieldwork was conducted

in summer 2019 on 144 focus groups in 38
marginalized zones in Lebanon, including Lebanese
poverty pockets, Palestinian camps and Syrian
gatherings, 48 focus groups were created for each
nationality, of which 24 were exclusively males and
24 exclusively females. The 1173 participants in
these focus groups were young men and women
aged between 15 and 25 years old. 22 questions
were put forward to each group.

The current book deals with the answers of young
people related to their social life. It revolves
around three questions: 1) What is your favorite
place to spend your time other than school, home
and work? 2) Whom do you usually turn to for
help or support if you have a problem? Or who
makes you feel protected in your community? 3)
In your opinion, what are the best ways to address
the problems of the society around you and are
you ready to participate in them?

The study shows that the social life of young
people in marginalized areas in Lebanon is closely
related to the family, that is, to the private space.
This appears in several forms: through staying at
home and among relatives and neighbors, or the
restrictions imposed by parents on the children’s
going out to the public space, or through parents
accompanying their children in the public space,
and youth’s reliance on their families to face their
problems. This conservatism is highest among
girls and Syrians. It was found that the public
space, which attracts two-thirds of the youth, is
embodied in places of entertainment (cafes or
other), while the places of cultural, religious and
political activities are marginal. These results
indicate that “youth as responsiblity” and “youth
as trouble” are almost non-existent compared to
“youth as fun” in marginalized groups. But it also
indicates that the “youth as fun” (who gather in
cafés away from their parents) are masculine in
character, and quickly return to their parents, in
terms of support and assistance.
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