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This study on Youth in Marginalized Settings in
Lebanon aims to reveal the way the youth interact
with their environment, while accounting to the
socially marginalizing conditions they live in. The
fieldwork was conducted in summer 2019. 144
focus groups were conducted in 38 marginalized
regions in Lebanon, including Lebanese poverty
pockets, Palestinian camps, and Syrian gatherings.
48 focus groups were conducted with groups

of each nationality. These groups were equally
divided between males (24 exclusive), and females
(24 exclusive). 1,173 youth aged 15 to 25 years
participated in the study. focus groups included
22 questions.

This current book examines youth’s perception
of the future. Participants were asked three
questions: How do you see your future? What do
you expect to happen to you in the future? What
do you wish would come true in the future?

The study revealed that youth are faced with harsh
living conditions in marginalized environments.
The youth also face uncertainty and live in
ambiguous political conditions. 73 percent of
participants reported that they feel hopeless,
anxious, uncertain, and fearful. Participants
reported that they do not have high expectations
for their future. Many of them have existential
expectations, where emigration comes first, or just
having a peaceful and secure life. However, they
did report having positive family expectations,
especially when it comes to marriage and
childbearing. The Lebanese youth also seemed
more inclined to hope to embark on adventures
(love, celibacy, fun and fantasia), in comparison
to the Palestinians and Syrians. Additionally, the
Lebanese spoke more about their desire to “play
a role in society.” In regard to gender, females
reported feeling more anxious, fearful, and
uncertain, in comparison to males. However, they
generally had a more positive outlook on life and
had more hope for advancing academically and
professionally. Males, on the other hand, felt
more hopeless.
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