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PHYSICAL FACILITIES and SERVICES

L I B R A R I E S

J A F E T L I B R A R Y

S A A B M E M O R I A L M E D I C A L L I B R A R Y

The university libraries consist of two central libraries, the Saab Memorial Medical Library and the Jafet
Memorial Library which has three branch libraries:  the Engineering and Architecture Library, the Science
and Agriculture Library, and the Farm Library.

The university library  occupied rooms in College Hall; in 1925 the medical books were moved to Van
Dyck Hall.

The University Libraries include the Jafet Memorial Library as the central Library, with two branch
libraries: the Engineering and Architecture Library, and the Science and Agriculture Library with its annex
AREC (Farm) Library.  The Library initially occupied rooms in College Hall.  The construction of Jafet
Memorial Library was made possible through a generous donation from the family of the industrialist
Nami Jafet in 1952.  Since then, expansion has been necessary to meet the challenge of growing aca-
demic programs. Thus, departmental libraries were created. The Engineering Library, which was opened
in 1953, was transferred to larger premises in 1971 under the new title of the Engineering and
Architecture Library. The Agriculture Technical Reference Room was opened in 1958, as was the Farm
Library.  The former became the Science and Agriculture Library in 1962.

The University Libraries have over 558,932 volumes, with 2,708 subscriptions to periodicals, of which
about 238 are in Arabic. There are also nearly 1,051,794 audiovisual items of all kinds. The Archives
and Special Collections include 435 linear feet of archives, 1,392 manuscripts, 11,139 volumes of the-
ses, projects and dissertations, 24,477 photographs, 3,870 posters and 1,462 maps.

Reference services are provided to the AUB community primarily, and to other academic institutions in
Lebanon.  With its rich collections, the Library strives to meet the research and intellectual needs of
Lebanon and other countries. The University Libraries are currently open 90 hours per week.

The Saab Memorial Medical Library (SML) is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Nicholas Saab through a
generous gift from his parents.  Dr. Saab graduated from the AUB School of Medicine in 1959.  The
Medical Library has been functioning in its present quarters as part of the Medical Center since 1975
and qualifies as one of the best medical libraries in the Middle East.

The collection consists of 1,200 periodical subscriptions, over 73,000 backfile periodical volumes, nearly
41,000 books, over 2,000 of which are of historical value (such as Avicenna's book Canon of Medicine,
published in 1593), and nearly 2,300 audio-visual items, including computer software.

SML has eight CD-ROM bibliographic medical databases on AUB's intranet and has had an on-line
connection with DIALOG since 1985.  SML is now accessible through the internet at:
http://www.aub.edu.lb/libraries/medical.
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