Participants

LEILA ALMAZOVA, International Relations Kazan (Volga Region) Federal University

Leila Almazova, PhD, is Associate Professor at the Department of Oriental and Islamic Studies,
Institute of International Relations, Kazan Federal University. She has 55 scholarly publications,
including one monograph (The Problem of a Man in Tatar Theology (end 19 — beginning of 20
centuries) 2003), translations from old-Tatar language (Z.Kamali “The Philosophy of Islam”,
Kazan, 2010), she is also the co-author of several textbooks for students (The History of Tatar
Muslim Philosophy, 2017, Islamic Ethics in Tatar Intellectual Tradition, 2018). Her scholarly
interests include: religious discourse among Tatars in historical perspective, Islamic education in
Tatarstan.

MICHEAL ARNOLD, American University of Beirut

Michael Arold is currently a Research Fellow with the TRT World Research Centre in Istanbul
and a PhD student in the Arab and Middle East History program at the American University of
Beirut. His research interests include the history and development of Islamic thought, with a
particular focus on the late Ottoman Period in the Arab World, and the history of the modern
Middle East. He holds a BA in Military and Diplomatic History from the University of Calgary
and earned an MA in Islamic Studies with a dissertation entitled “Overlapping Sacred Spaces:
Islam, Pluralism and the Hegemony of ‘Human Rights’”. In addition to his research, he has had
the opportunity to study the traditional Islamic Sciences in Toronto and Istanbul.

VAHID BEHMARDI, Lebanese American University

Vahid F. Behmardi is Associate Professor of classical Arabic and Persian Literature as well as
Comparative Literature at the Lebanese American University. He received his B.A. and M.A.
degrees from the American University in Beirut, and his Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge.
He previously taught Arabic and Persian literature at Charles University in Prague and the
American University in Beirut. His research focuses on Abbasid literature and Sufism.

ISSAM EIDO, Vanderbilt University

Issam Eido is senior lecturer at Vanderbilt University. Before Vanderbilt, he was a former visiting
professor of Islamic Studies and Arabic at the University of Chicago Divinity School (2013-
2015). Eido's research focuses on the Qur'an in late antiquity, Hadith Studies, Sufism, and Arabic
language. Prior to the Syrian uprising, Eido served as a lecturer in the faculty of Islamic Studies in
the Department of Qur'an and Hadith Studies at the University of Damascus. His doctoral work is
“Early Hadith Scholars and their Criteria of Hadith Criticism.” Currently, his research focuses on
the question of Authenticity and the shaping of authoritative Islamic texts among Muslim scholars
in the Islamic formative period."



JAMAL ELIAS, University of Pennsylvania

Dr. Jamal J. Elias is the Walter H. Annenberg Professor of the Humanities, Professor and Chair of
the Department of Religious Studies and Professor of Religious Studies and South Asia Studies at
the University of Pennsylvania, where he also directs the Penn Forum in Global Islamic Studies.
A recipient of many grants and awards, he is the author of numerous publications on a broad range
of topics relevant to the medieval and modern Islamic world, and his writings have been translated
into at least nine languages. His most recent books are Alef'is for Allah: Childhood, Emotion and
Visual Culture in Islamic Societies (Berkeley, 2018) and Aisha’s Cushion: Religious Art,
Perception and Practice in Islam (Cambridge, MA, 2012).

JEREMY FARELL, Emory University

Jeremy Farrell is a doctoral candidate at Emory University in the Department of Islamic
Civilizations Studies. His dissertation uses computational methods to analyze the emergence,
institutionalization, and adaptation of Iraqi Sufism in the third/ninth and fourth/tenth centuries. As
part of these efforts, he is currently preparing for publication an open-source database of early
isnad-based Sufi works from the third/ninth through fifth/eleventh centuries. He has additionally
published on a variety of facets of Abbasid-era religiosity, including hadith transmission and
transgressive collectives, as well as Arabic literature.

PAUL HECK, Georgetown University

Paul L. Heck, Professor in the Department of Theology at Georgetown University, received his
PhD at University of Chicago in Islamic Studies and did a post-doctorate in the Society of Fellows
at Princeton University. His research interests include the study of Christianity and Islam through
a single theological lens; and the history of theological reasoning in Islam. His book publications
include Skepticism in Classical Islam: Moments of Confusion (Routledge 2014), and he is
founding director of The Study of Religions Across Civilizations (SORAC), a project at
Georgetown that brings together graduate students based in the US, Europe, and Arab contexts for
programs geared towards a cross-cultural study of religion.

MARCIA HERMANSEN, University of Chicago

Dr. Marcia Hermansen is Director of the Islamic World Studies program and Professor in the
Theology Department at Loyola University Chicago where she teaches courses in Islamic Studies
and the academic study of religion. She received her Ph. D. in Arabic and Islamic Studies from the
University of Chicago and her numerous authored and co-edited books include Religion and
Violence: Theological Reflections (2017), Islam, Religions, and Pluralism in Europe (2016),
Muslima Theology: The Voices of Muslim Women Theologians (2013), Shah Wali Allah’s
Treatises on Islamic Law (2011) and The Conclusive Argument from God (Shah Wali Allah’s
Hujjat Allah al-Baligha). She writes on Islamic thought, Sufism, Islam and Muslims in South Asia,
Muslims in America, and Women and Gender in Islam.

MATTHEW INGALLS, American University in Dubai



Matthew Ingalls is Associate Professor of Middle Eastern Studies at the American University in
Dubai. His research examines developments in Sufism and Islamic law from the later Islamic
Middle Period with a particular focus on pre-modern Muslim commentary texts and their role in
intellectual change. From 2010 to 2016, Matthew was Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies at the
University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington, while he received his doctorate in 2011 from
Yale University's Department of Religious Studies. In 2014, Matthew was a fellow at the
Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg for Mamluk Studies in Bonn, Germany. He is currently co-authoring
a book on the history of Islam in Egypt, which has been contracted for Princeton University Press.

ATIF KHALIL, University of Lethbridge

Atif Khalil is Associate Professor University of Lethbridge. He teaches mainly in the field
classical Islamic thought. His primary area of research lies in Sufism, with secondary interests in
Islamic philosophy and theology, comparative mysticism, interfaith relations, Jewish-Muslim
relations, medieval philosophy, non-duality, and more recently, mysticism and the Near Death
Experience. At present he is writing two short monographs, one on the founder of the Tijaniyya
Order, entitled Ahmad al-Tijani: Jewel of Perfection (Islamic Texts Society, under contract), and
the other on dhikr, tentatively entitled The Wine of Divine Remembrance: Meditation in
Classical Sufism.

RICHARD McGREGOR, Vanderbilt University

Richard McGregor (Ph.D. McGill, 2001) is Associate Professor of Religious Studies and Islamic
Studies at Vanderbilt University. His primary field of research is medieval Egypt and Syria, with
a focus on intellectual history, visual culture, and Sufism. He is the author of Sanctity and
Mpysticism in Medieval Egypt (SUNY, 2004), a study of the evolution of religious authority among
mystics of medieval Cairo. He is co-editor of two collected volumes on Egyptian Sufism, in
addition to a tenth-century Iraqi philosophical fable, The Case of Animals versus Man before the
King of the Jinn (OUP, 2014). His current book project, Islam and the Devotional Object (CUP)
is a study of religious practice centered on objects, aesthetics, and material culture.

KAZUYO MURATA, King's College London

Kazuyo Murata is Lecturer in Islamic Studies at King’s College London. She is the author
of Beauty in Sufism: The Teachings of Riizbihan Baqli (Albany: SUNY Press, 2017), which
investigates the significance of beauty in the theology, cosmology, anthropology, and
prophetology of Riizbihan Baqli (d. 1209), a major Sufi thinker from Shiraz, Persia. She is also
the co-editor of In Search of the Lost Heart: Explorations in Islamic Thought (Albany: SUNY
Press, 2012).

OLUDAMINI OGUNNAIKE, College of William and Mary

Oludamini Ogunnaike is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at the College of William and
Mary. He teaches courses on Islam, Islamic Philosophy, Spirituality, and Art, as well as African



and African Diasporic Religions. He holds a PhD in African Studies and the Study of Religion
from Harvard University, and spent a year as a postdoctoral fellow at Stanford University's
Abbasi Program in Islamic Studies. Professor Ogunnaike's research examines the philosophical
dimensions of postcolonial, colonial, and pre-colonial Islamic and indigenous religious traditions
of West and North Africa, especially Sufism and ‘Iffa. He is currently working on a book
entitled, Sufism and ‘Iffa: Ways of Knowing in Two West African Intellectual Traditions and
maintains a digital archive of West African Sufi poetry.

ALEXANDR PAPAS, French National Center for Scientific research

Alexandre Papas is a Senior Research Fellow (Directeur de recherche) at the Centre National de
la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) in Paris. He is a historian of Islamic mysticism since the
15" century to present. His main publications include: Soufisme et politique entre Chine, Tibet et
Turkestan (Paris: J. Maisonneuve, 2005); Mystiques et vagabonds en islam. Portraits de trois
soufis galandar (Paris: Cerf, 2010); Thus Spake the Dervish. Sufism, Language, and the Religious
Margins in Central Asia, 1400-1900 (Leiden: Brill, 2019).

RICCARDO PAREDI, American University of Beirut

Riccardo Paredi is a PhD candidate in the Department of Arabic and Near Eastern languages. He
completed his B.A. at Universita Statale di Milano (Linguistic and Cultural Mediation) with a
thesis on Ibn ‘Arab1’s Tarjuman al-Ashwdq and Dante’s Vita Nova (2013). He obtained his M. A.
at Université Saint-Joseph (Faculty of Religious Sciences, Institute of Muslim-Christian Studies)
with a thesis on the mystical symbolism of Mountains in Muslim and Christian traditions (2016).
His interests focus on Sufism, Quranic Studies and Islamic Philosophy.

MOHAMMAD RUSTOM, Carleton University

Mohammed Rustom is Associate Professor of Islamic Studies at Carleton University and Library
of Arabic Literature Senior Fellow at NYU Abu Dhabi. He is the author of the award-winning
book The Triumph of Mercy: Philosophy and Scripture in Mulla Sadra (2012), co-editor of The
Study Quran: A New Translation and Commentary (2015), and translator of Abu Hamid al-
Ghazali, The Condemnation of Pride and Self-Admiration (2018). At present, Professor Rustom is
completing a book on ‘Ayn al-Qudat entitled Inrushes of the Spirit: The Mystical Theology of ‘Ayn
al-Qudat.

AHMED EL-SHAMSY, University of Chicago

Ahmed El Shamsy studies the intellectual history of Islam, focusing on the evolution of the
classical Islamic disciplines and scholarly culture within their broader historical context. His
research addresses themes such as orality and literacy, the history of the book, and the theory and
practice of Islamic law. His first book, The Canonization of Islamic Law: A Social and Intellectual
History, traces the transformation of Islamic law from a primarily oral tradition to a systematic
written discipline in the eighth and ninth centuries. His upcoming book is a study of the reinvention


http://www.waspproject.org/

of the Islamic scholarly tradition and its textual canon via the printing press in the early twentieth
century.

SOPHIA VASALOU, Birmingham University

Sophia Vasalou is a senior lecturer and Birmingham Fellow in Philosophical Theology at the
University of Birmingham. Her published work includes Moral Agents and their Deserts: the
Character of Mu'tazilite Ethics (Princeton, 2008), Schopenhauer and the Aesthetic Standpoint:
Philosophy as a Practice of the Sublime (Cambridge, 2013) and Ibn Taymiyya's Theological
Ethics (Oxford, 2016). She's currently at work on a project on al-Ghazali's ethics.

RIZWAN ZAMIR, Davidson College, N.C

Syed Rizwan Zamir is Associate Professor of religious studies at Davidson College in North
Carolina, US. Currently he is writing a textbook on Islamic ethics, but has also been “brewing”
the following projects: A thorough revision of his PhD dissertation on a seminal and prolific
religious figure from Shiite South Asia (Sayyed ‘Ali Nagqi al-Naqvi, d. 1988); a volume on the
convergences and divergences among Sunni and Shiite traditions; and two edited volumes, i.e., 1)
reflections on the battle of Karbala and life and martyrdom of Imam Husayn; and 2) Sufism’s role
in mediating Sunni and Shiite Divide. He was co-chair of the Islam Section of the Southeast Region
of the American Academy of Religion (SECSOR), served on the board of the Southeast Regional
Middle East and Islamic Studies Seminar (SERMEISS) and is currently Vice President-Elect of
SECSOR, on the Board of the Society for the Study of Muslim Ethics (SSME), and on the
international advisory board of journals Islamic Studies and Bayan al-Hikma.
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