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Returning Home

Khosseh Chalfoun

| had spent 10 years at AUB and |
decided to come back home. When |
reached my home, | saw everything
was different. There the garden changed.
The old trees... [Page 5]

Cancer

Reenal Faysal

It is the most touching topic that
science has researched about. And if |
were asked to write... [Page 8]

At the Saleh Barakat Gallery

A Visit to an Exhibition

Namir Mouhaffel

Recently, an exhibition was held near our college. We went
with our teachers and classmates to visit the exhibition.
The name of the gallery was Saleh Barakat Gallery and it
was in Clemenceau, Hamra... [Page 4]

This newsletter was completed with the help and guidance of Dr. Samar Harkouss, Ms. Rima
El-Harake & Ms. Katia Peltekian, as well as the contributions of the UPP students.
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VIRTUAL EXCHANGE
Virtual Exchange - Wofford College & AUB

Joe Soubaih - UPP Instructor

It is with great pride that the University Preparatory Program at the American University of Beirut has
been holding virtual sessions with Wofford College in South Carolina as part of the Stevens’ Initiative.
The initiative aims to promote cultural integration between American colleges and universities and
universities and colleges in the Middle East and North Africa with classes for minorities or otherwise
underprivileged students. One UPP level 3 class was chosen to have joined assignments with classes
from Wofford College, as well as Skype sessions and reflections on the assignments. The assignments
themselves were watching the movies Ghadi, West Beyrouth, and A Film Called Amreeka, and reflecting
on these movies on social media, through Facebook and WordPress. For the upcoming Spring 2017
semester, the assignments will continue, with a new class and new assignments.

Although apprehensive at first at such a revolutionary method of interacting, students in both classes
at Wofford and the UPP warmed to one another and communicated through Skype displaying a lot of
enthusiasm for the joined activities. In addition, the UPP students actively reflected on the assignments
and films they had to watch, recited Arabic poetry to introduce the Wofford students to Arab culture, and
even introduced them to certain phrases and proverbs exclusive to Arab culture. This was all reciprocated
with the same enthusiasm by the Wofford students. Allin all, the learning experience was a success, as
the aim to bring two cultures closer through education in a non-pure academic setting in the traditional
sense was achieved. Commenting on the film West Beyrouth, UPP student Anis Amer says: “In a war
there are no winners, everybody loses. In 1975, Lebanon had the civil war; Beirut was separated into two
parts, East and West Beirut. At that time, Beirut suffered a lot; buildings were damaged, and thousands
of people died. Butitis not the state today. Every action should have a reaction; Beirut today is the place
where we live together in peace with no problems.”

JohnnyBou Saab, another UPP student, had the followingto reflecton the film Ghadi, anotherassignment
that was carried out by the students: “After watching Ghadi, | realized that some people may lie and
never hurt anyone. People could lie and make other people happy easily. We’ve seen in the movie how
some people preferto live in a lie and be happy for the rest of their lives, and how others prefer realistic
truth. The realistic side was shown by the guy who didn’t accept the child’s miracle in the movie and he
always doubted the idea and investigated to make it fail. Moreover, the movie showed how people in
the village had problems and were unhappy before the fake scenario of the angel child.”

The UPP students were exposed to a new culture through the exchange program, and it was gratifying to
see both groups of students be so dedicated and motivated in their assignments and in taking part in
the cultural exchange process.

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
A Visit to an Exhibition

Namir Mouhaffel

Recently, an exhibition was held near our college.
We went with our teachers and classmates to visit the
exhibition. The name of the gallery was Saleh Barakat
Gallery and it was in Clemenceau, Hamra. When we
arrived to the gallery our director introduced us to a
guide who told us about the story behind each painting.
It was a modern gallery and most of the paintings were
about war, destruction, and destroyed buildings. From
all the paintings | saw, there was only one that | loved
and another that | hated. The one | liked was named The
Old Cinema it was painted by a Lebanese artist, Ayman
Baalbaki. Ayman Baalbaki was bornin 1975, the year the
Lebanese Civil War started. Itis therefore no surprise that
he draws his inspiration from war and the related themes
of destruction and loss, emptiness, both emotional and
physical, retribution and the identity of the victim. He
used acrylic paint in the artwork that | liked and it was
about the old theatre of Beirut.

The colours were dark and the texture was rough but
despite its dark side, there were many reasons why | liked
this painting: the colours, size and creativity.

Art Gallery

Johnny Bou Saab

Now let’s talk about the painting that
| did not like. One of the reasons that
made me hate the second painting is
that | did not understand its purpose;
| mean it was a colourful, messy
painting and the word “Beirut” was
written in the middle of the painting.
There was nothing in that painting that
fascinated me.

Overall, we enjoyed the trip; we took a
lot of pictures and it will definitely be a
beautiful, lifetime memory.

When we went to the Saleh Barakat Gallery on Friday the 18th of November, in Clemenceau, Hamra,
there were many awesome paintings by Ayman Baalbaki; but the painting | liked most was “The End”. |
really liked how the colors merged with the blue sky, and it doesn’t really affect the painting, but it makes
it look weird, special, and colorful without being different from perfect. Furthermore, this building in
Beirut was described perfectly in this painting, and it shows how the effects of the war are still there. In
my opinion, | saw that this painting shows not only the effects of war, but also the resistance of the city,
Beirut, because the sky is still blue and not smoky black or grey, and it contains the full-of-life colors like
red, white, and green.

On the other hand, | didn’t like this painting, because it’s too complicated, not in the sense of colors or
anything, but it contains damage and waste. The problem is that it doesn’t contain anything else, and
the normal thing one would only notice is the damage in the painting. Also, the colors are somehow the
same throughout the painting. However, that doesn’t mean that it’s not amazing for some people who
would like it.



The End

Reenal Faysal

“l belong to a generation that has a duty towards
remembrance”, artist Ayman Baalbaki once said. His
drawings are linked to war and displacement, loss and
destruction, identity and collected memory, because he lived
during 1975, the start of the horrible Lebanese Civil War.

Thus, the best example of his paintings is the one that
reveals “Beirut Cinemacity” in Downtown which is entitled
“Symbol of Civil War”.

Baalbaki expressed the massive destruction that was
inflicted on Beirut in that war and demolished its most
famous cinema by including the appropriate dark colors to
attract the visitors and make them feel the horrible disaster.

This drawing really touched me, and | think that Ayman
Baalbaki succeeded in transferring the real image of the
Civil War in this image which he named “The End”. And |
hope it would be the End of every War!

Pictures by Bahaa Chammout at the

Saleh Barakat Gallery
November 18, 2016

Our Visit to the National Museum of Beirut
Ahmad Al Najjar

On Friday, December 2, 2016, UPP students from levels 1 & 2 went on a short daytrip to the museum.
The National Museum of Beirut is the second museum that | visit in my life. Even though | hate trips
that are crowded with many people, | really had a lot of fun. There were a lot of things that grasped my
attention at the museum. | was very interested in the mosaics and ancient weapons. We were also able
to see a new exhibit in the basement: artifacts like mummies, sarcophagi, and other historic items.
However, | did not like other parts a lot, especially the marble statues and sarcophagi. They did not
grab my attention as much as the ancient weapons and mosaics.

STUDENT WRITING ACTIVITIES

A Global Issue

Doha Albared

Global warming is a dangerous issue which causes a lot of
problems that extend to many levels. One of the biggest
problems caused by global warming is the flooding of seas
and oceans. During this phenomenon, the temperature
on earth increases to unusual degrees. As a result, in cold
areas such as the north and south poles, icebergs - or snow
in general — melt causing a phenomenal increase in the
amount of water in seas and oceans. Therefore, their levels
rise until they cause floods in certain areas. In fact, some
scientists have predicted that some places will become
parts of the Atlantic Ocean in the future as a consequence
of these floods.

Another fatal damage caused by global warming is the
change of the climate, which is an issue that leads to
another serious one. This issue is the death of animals
such as the polar bear. Because each type of animal lives in

Returning Home
Khosseh Chalfoun

a region where the climate is suitable
to its nature, the sudden change of
climate makes it very difficult for the
animal to survive.

Also, globalwarmingis a huge dilemma
when it comes to the dehydration of
plants, rivers and lakes due to the
evaporation of water that results from
the high increase in temperature. For
this reason, people in the future will
suffer from lack of water and waste of
harvest. In conclusion, global warming
isaproblemthatgeneratesalotofother
problems, so humans should startto be
aware of it and more conscious about
its consequence before it’s too late.

lhad spent 10yearsat AUB and | decided to come backhome. When | reached my home, | saw everything
was different. There the garden had changed. The old trees had vanished and the flowers, also. The
house is painted a new color and the sofas in the house were changed. My room was very small but my
parents had broken the wall down so it is larger. In addition, my parents built new rooms beside the
house. Also my whole town changed. The church was bigger and the streets wider, too. Furthermore,
the roads are paved and everyone has bought a new car or truck. In the center of the village, a new gym

and a new pool have been added.

Body Language

Diana Herz

Ifyou don’tthinkyour body has alanguage, think again! The
secret of making a great first impression is body language.
Body language is non-verbal communication. The face is
the window into the soul. Reading facial expressions is
helpful for understanding the people in our lives. Raising
your eyebrows shows that you are surprised with what is
being said. Looking into a person’s eyes assumes that you
are interested in what s/he is saying. Raising your voice
means you’re interested. Body language plays a huge role
in important meetings or in job interviews since it reflects

your confidence; people can read your
poses and postures. We stand and walk
in a certain way when we are confident
and another way when we are nervous.
For example, having straight shoulders
reflects high confidence while having
your feet trembling says that you are
nervous. Finally, body language reflects
your postures and gestures.



My Hometown 10 Years from Now...

Saad Choeb

Definitely, their determination to stay and fight was the only
thing that has not change in my people since 2015, when
| left my country. In ten years, my hometown has changed
radically. Reconstruction, renovation and development
were taking place in Syria while | was studying abroad. It
is tragic, in a sense, to feel like a foreigner in your home.
However, | was amazed by people’s potential in developing
their towns.

During the ten years that | spent in Cuba, | tried to keep
many detailed memories of my town, like streets, alleys and
neighborhoods. On my return visit, | was uselessly trying
to recall those details. Abou Ahmad Grocery is a humble
grocery shop in Bab Touma, my neighborhood, where my
mother used to send me to buy some food, not to mention
the candy that | used to buy on my way back. Abou Ahmad,
the amiable, pleasant old man was forced by the building
owner to abandon his shop. Abou Ahmad’s grocery is not
there anymore! An overdone, chain cafe has opened there
instead, shifting our neighborhood’s appearance, trying
to make it “super deluxe”. Maybe this is for own benefit;
who knows? A flood of tourists may come and visit my
neighborhood and our old fashioned shops would be

so inappropriate then. This is just a
small but frequent example of what
is happening in my town. Upmarket
shops are sprawling around the town.
Not only have the shops changed, but
also poor housing doesn’t have the
same look anymore.

Although people who dwell there are
still living in poverty, their houses
were cosmetically modified by global
companies to fit tourists’ tastes,
neglecting the poor conditions which
they live in. Cosmetic change has been
imposed on my modest town by global
buildingcompaniesinorderto“redefine
beauty”, as they claim. | believe that a
country’s beauty is a value that should
be defined by locals that, in their turn,
reconstruct, renovate and develop their
countries based on their priorities and
away from globalization.

If I Had to Choose a Word that Best Describes me...

Hadil Hobballah

If I Had to Choose a Word that Best Describes me...

Baha Chammout

If | had to choose a word that best describes me, it would be “candid”. Candid means “Characterized
by openness and sincerity of expression; unreservedly straightforward. Not obscuring or omitting
anything unpleasant, embarrassing, or negative”. (freedictionary.com) For me, this word means to be
honest and sincere in expressing my opinions, ideas, feelings, and thoughts. Not pretending to be
someone that I’'m not. It’s a way to deal with people, by being honest towards them in what we feel and
how we think of everything.

[ think this word defines me because I’'m honest when it comes to expressing my ideas and my opinions
in anything. | never lie and say something that | don’t believe in, so as not to hurt someone’s feelings
because it contradicts with his beliefs and opinions. Whether it’s a political or religious or ethical
matter, | say whatever | believe in, even if it’s not what everyone else believes in or it would cause
someone to be mad at me. As long as I’m respectful, | say whatever | want. We all have the freedom
of expression; we should use it to feel alive, to make a difference in ourselves and the other person.
We should always express our thoughts in a respectful and a calm way, and respect the other person’s
opinion no matter what it is.

In my life, whenever I’'m with a family member, a friend, a stranger, or with a group of people and we’re
discussing a political or a religious matter such as how religion affects our societies or our existence and
the existence of God (which are sensitive issues to many people), or talking about scientific theories and
philosophical matters, Metaphysics and logic... (yeah, we actually do that), | express my opinion and
provide proofs of my opinion, and | do that in a calm and respectful way, as | never shout or say anything
disrespectful to someone or about his thoughts. But | don’t care if my opinion will make someone mad
because it contradicts with his beliefs, especially if it’s a religious issue that we’re talking about. | just
say what I really think. Most importantly, | always respect the other person’s opinion, even if it contradicts
with mine. Just like he should deal with my opinion, | have to deal with his.

Journal Entry

Maya Noureddine

Looking through the dictionary, | noticed a new word that | hadn’t seen before. | was intrigued to find out
what it means. For that, | searched it and realized that | was familiar with some of its synonyms but not
with it, specifically. This word is “sanguine”. It means “cheerfully optimistic or positive, especially in
an apparently bad or difficult situation, hopeful, or confident.” By getting this definition, | realized the
importance of this word and how much it reflects its meaning. It is a really huge word that symbolizes
its value since confidence and optimism are two indispensable elements in life. For this purpose, this
word seems to be the basis of my personality.

| am a person who has high self-confidence. | am always aware and sure of the decisions and actions
| take, such as going to a certain place or while chatting with others. | don’t ever regret my decisions
or hesitate to move forward. Moreover, | am always optimistic and hopeful. | always think positively
about life. Whenever | face a problem, | try to counter it myself and overcome it wisely. Even if | fail the
first time, | always hope it will work the next time. Furthermore, | believe in the saying: “what doesn’t
kill you, makes you stronger” and | work based on it all time. Forinstance, when I was in grade 12, | was
enthusiastic about applying for the USAID scholarship, and | really did. Many people around said that
the probability of my acceptance would be very small and it would not work. They caused me to bein a
state of nervousness and confusion. However, | believed in my abilities and that | can do it. Fortunately,
my hope turned real and | was accepted. Then, | was more motivated and more encouraged to continue
in my way of thinking. | will always be confident and optimistic about my future, and never lose hope
under any circumstances!

Nobody knows that | was jealous of my older sister when
| was young. Since my sister is the first child, | thought
that my parents cared for her more than me. | used to be
jealous because she was smarter than me in addition to
being more responsible. | also thought that my mother
loved her more than me. | used to think that she- my sister-
hated me until one day, | changed my mind. That day, we
were waiting for the bus in front of the school. Suddenly,
my classmate came and hit me in an aggressive way. | fell
and hit my head on the pavement. Then, | opened my eyes
to find myself in the hospital. | asked my mother about
what had happened after | fell. She told me that my sister
was the person who defended me by hitting my classmate.
Then, she entered the school to call the ambulance from
the principle’s phone.

Since that day, | was convinced that | was obviously wrong.
My sister is a person who can sacrifice herself for my safety.
On that day, | knew that my sister didn’t hate me, and |
shouldn’t be jealous anymore. We started enjoying our time

together; we eat, drink, study and go to
school together. So, when we grew up,
our relationship became stronger.

“Sister is probably the most competitive
relationship within the family, but once
the sisters are grown, it becomes the
strongest relationship,” said Margaret
Mead. | am sure that my sister is my
other half and my strength. She is
with me; when | am weak, depressed,
pessimistic and when | am cheerful, glad
and optimistic. She always supports me
when | am upset. Also, she motivates me
to succeed in what | am doing, especially
my studies. She is my best friend who |
trust more than anyone in the world. We
share secrets with each other. | can’t tell
her that | was jealous of her because |

think that | was really silly! .



Is it All About Science!!

Rony Aad

When | heard that | will take a semester of English in UPP, | thought it is going to be just English and
boring. On Wednesday, a teacher gotinto the classroom and told us that she will be teaching us science.
Forinstance, it seemed like we are going to take a course of biology, chemistry, and physics. We began
with the first topic: Cancer, which is a very important topic nowadays. We had an overview about the
definition, causes, symptoms, and types, and we had to research four types: breast, blood, skin and
prostate since these are the most common types. We also prepared some posters. It seemed that the
course will be a course of biology.

After finishing the first topic, we moved on to the second, which was Food Poisoning and Packaging.
This subject was interesting since it shows us the correct way to store food, especially meat and poultry,
and the best food packages to use in order to avoid contamination that may lead to diseases such as
cancer. Then we moved to the next topic: The Garbage Crisis in Lebanon. And this is a huge problem
that we are facing in Lebanon. We went deep into it; we discussed its causes, effects, and solutions;
furthermore, we read a lot about the landfills and the incinerators which are the best ways to solve this
problem, and in which we can treat the garbage in a well-studied process in order to produce electricity.
Here we realized that the course does not treat only “academic topics”, but also “real topics”.

The next topic was Energy Resources. Here we did individual presentations, and everyone chose a
source of energy. Now, the next topic is going to be Forensic Science, and we are so excited to learn
about it because we had never learnt about such topics. The teacher recognized that our presentations
and research skills were improving. Moreover, she always wanted us to be creative and innovative, and
she always says:

‘| have a feeling that you will have a shining future.
|| »

Always remember those words!!

Cancer

Reenal Faysal

It is the most touching topic that science has researched.
And if | were asked to write about a favorable topic which
we went over this semester in Science, | would simply
choose “Cancer”. It’s one of the most important issues that
everyone should take seriously. Cancer is undoubtedly a
serious and potentially lifethreatening illness. However,
it is @ misconception to think that all forms of cancer are
untreatable and deadly. The truth of the matteris that there
are multiple types of cancer, many of which can today be
effectively treated so as to eliminate, reduce or slow the
impact of the disease on patients’ lives. While a diagnosis
of cancer may still leave patients feeling helpless and out of
control, in many cases today, there is cause for hope rather
than hopelessness.

Better Food Storage for a Better Life

Hassan Amro

What dowe know about cancer? How can we know ifwhat we
are eating is safe? What are renewable and non-renewable
energy sources and how can we benefit from them? And
finally, what is the science of the crime: “forensic science”?
Thissemesterwasallaboutthese four, veryimportanttopics
that are related to our lives. Three months have passed by,
so that’s a total of 25 science classes, but | never once felt
that | was bored during the science class. All these topics
interested me and made me more curious, but if | must talk
about one, | would choose the food contamination topic. |
chose this topic because it had a major effect on me. It also
made me more aware about what | am eating. In this topic,
we were at first concerned about what our food is stored
in: pottery, glass, metal, paper, and plastic. It was very
important for us to know that there are types of plastic we
shouldn’t be storing our food or even water in. For example,
plastics that contain the numbers 3, 6 and 7 are plastic
types that shouldn’t be used to store food and water for
one reason: they cause cancer. | also learned that plastics
which hold the number 1 and are used as water bottles
should be used for only one time. This plastic classification
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had a huge impact on me because |
used to refill almost all my plastic water
bottles, but the major impact was on
my home because most of our plastic
containers hold the numbers 6 and 7,
which are very dangerous.

Metal is not safe either since costumers
cannot see the food if stored in metal
cans. Another disadvantage of storing
food in metal is that acidic food can
react with metals causing corrosion,
which means that food may start to
taste like metal. The last thing | became
aware of is paper, since paper may
contain printed ink which can leach
into the food and cause body disorders.
Since paperisalso recyclable, it may be
contaminated and thus cause digestion
problems. The only two containers I'm
starting to put my faith in are glass and
pottery since they enhance food taste
and keep food safe.

If we want to change the world, the
change should beginwith us. Therefore,
I’m starting a revolution in my home
against these bad food storages and
I’m raising the awareness of my family
who is becoming more convinced by
my idea. And | can say that my first
accomplishment is changing the
gallons of water from plastics that hold
the number 7 to glass gallons with the
help of a company called “Talaya”,
which is the first in Lebanon to offer
refilled ‘Glass Gallons’.




STUDENT CLASS ACTIVITIES
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STUDENT E-PORTFOLIOS

“Ihaveaverypositivemindset
where | believe that End is not
the end;infact, E.N.D is Effort
Never Dies and if you get NO
foran answer, remember N.O.
is Next Opportunity.

“ This is my e-portfolio.

Itisasimpleglanceintomypastlife,areflectionon
my present experience and an expectation of my
future. Through it, | am going to shed light on the
special events in my life and how they influence

b b
me.

.99 '
Al}/\</ays beSpO.S I.(tllzll.e' Sample E-Portfolios ~ Hadil HOballah
~ Karam oariedadine

“ This e-portfolio contains reflections about my
university and my life outside it. Here | will be very
true; | will be me.” ~ Sally Hamad
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E-Portfolio by Nael Hammoud

E-Portfolio by Tia Hajjar
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Painting by Saad Choeb
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STUDENT ARABIC WRITING
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STUDENT PROFILES

Siraj Berry

Since | was a child, being an AUB student has been my
dream. | never doubted that it will come true, not only
because of the effort | put into studying, but also because
of the chance the USAID program gave me to add colors to
my life’s painting. | grew up in a small village in the south
of Lebanon, where | found joy and love, especially when |
joined the Red Cross, which has become my second family.
Joining AUB was a challenge, thus | decided to face it. |
really enjoy the atmosphere of the campus, the friendly people | meet and the interesting classes | am
taking; | know that the coming years may seem obscure, but | am sure that | will make the best of them
because of the strength I’ve gained from my scholarship.

Namir Mouhaffe]l MvnameisNamir Mouhaffel and | am 19 years old.

| love art, photography, and painting. I’'m originally from a very
authentic city in Syria, called “Aleppo”. | currently live in Beirut,
Lebanon. This city is very beautiful, and | love it because it reminds me
of my hometown, “Aleppo” since | feel that the Lebanese and Syrian
cultures are very similar.

My educational journey started when | was 3 years old. | went to
the Christian Catholic School of Aleppo,”Al Amal High School” from
kindergarten until grade 11. Unfortunately, when the civil war started
in Syria, | had to leave my beloved country and move with my family to
a safer place. Therefore, | ended up moving to Amman, Jordan, where
| completed grade 12. Currently, | am a student at the “American
University of Beirut (AUB)” which is one of the most prestigious
universities in the Middle East. | consider this place my second home.

During my first year at AUB as a UPP student | took many courses. The University Preparatory Program was
avery rich experience. | have learned a lot from this program, and it gave me the opportunity to meet new
friends, and it also increased my confidence with regard to my English and communication skills.

Reenal Faysal I’m Reenal Faysal, 18 years old. I’'m from Bchamoun, Mount Lebanon, a

great historic village where the first Lebanese flag was raised after the
country’s independence. | have 2 sisters and 1 brother. My family is my
biggest and greatest support. | studied for 6 years at Bchamoun Public
Secondary School.

I’m a USP VII scholar, majoring in Petroleum Studies at AUB (American
University of Beirut). It was a great opportunity to be a part of the University
Preparatory Program because | have acquired great communication and
linguistic skills. In addition, | have met new friends with whom | spent and
shared the best days of my life! | like to learn new languages which can
make me communicate with different cultures. Listening to music is the
only thing | do when I’m stressed out, because it makes me feel calm and
happy. | always try to do my best and put effort in any task or work | have to
do. Thus, I try to complete my job for a better result.

Saad Choeb
Hi, I’m Saad Choeb.

am a Syrian living in Beirut. | studied Fine Arts in Damascus
for three years.

Growing up in a society such as ours, a teenager is molded
into a subjugate that has norightin questioning the system.
However, there came a day when |, among many others,
refused to be blind followers of a system that eradicated
any sense of free creativity we had.

That being said, | challenged my parents at some point and put my life on the line when | refused to
leave the country as the conflict in Syria was at its peak, and | insisted on studying in Damascus for a
year at least until | was able to attain a full scholarship.

My parents, like most of the parents in this unfortunate area in the world, are worried about their
children’s vague future. I, meanwhile, was rejecting any alternative my parents were providing me to
fund my studies abroad, or my fleeing Syria. | argued, “l wanna leave my mark on my surroundings and
my country, get a scholarship to study abroad and then come back”.

Out of the blue, | seized the opportunity of studying at AUB, one of the best schools in the Middle East.
I had applied for and received a full scholarship. Now, | think being a university student is the ultimate
starting point for the long journey ahead. | consider myself a good learner, someone who wants to be
distinguished, willing to master all the major details, someone who wants to excel, to go a step beyond
what he is asked to do. | am someone who has proven to overcome adversity by overcoming my health
issues in the past and whatever life throws in my way.

Why Politics?

Until recently, the world of politics was so ambiguous that only few could analyze its symbols. It is that
red line we, young people or students, in particular, are not allowed to cross. “Beware of politics!”,
they used to tell us. “It is dirty and dangerous; it’s a game played by grownups where children are not
admitted.” So we grew up believing that only certain people are supposed to draw the maps of others’
lives behind locked doors. But this, and only this is what has aroused my curiosity to break through.

As a child, | came across certain history books, biographies, heroes, and leaders of the past. To
everybody’s surprise, | enjoyed reading them when others expected a teenager like me who was only
fifteen at the time, to take interest in different subjects. Those readings were the first to open my eyes
to the world of politics.

Avyear or two later the crisis in my country started and | found myself, with many others, involved in helping
with the Red Crescent Youth and local relief associations. Such tasks meant a lot to me; for the first time in
my life | did something valuable and important, but the longer the crisis went on the more | felt the need
to do something about it, something to deal with reasons, not just results. So, to politics | turn again. |
found my country in need of many good hands against evil ones, in need of honest leaders who care about
building its future. And | thought good education and political science could guarantee this. So, | planned
to be in that field working hand in hand with others to help my country survive with the knowledge | also will
gain. Goodwill together with good education and a lot of hard work is what my country needs. | will reflect
that in the field work I’'m going to join: media perhaps, orjournalism, art, NGOs or a party. .
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