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Perla Issa is a researcher at the Institute for Palestine Studies (IPS) in Beirut. She holds 
a PhD in Politics from Exeter University, an MA in Arab Studies from Georgetown 
University, a second MA in Mechanical Engineering from MIT, and a Bachelor degree 
in Mechanical Engineering from McGill University. She runs research trainings and 
creative writing workshops in the Palestinian camps of Lebanon which culminated in 
the publication of two collections of short stories in the Arabic language: “11: Hikāyāt min 
al-lujū’ al-filasţīnī” (IPS, 2017) (11 Lives: Stories from the Palestinian Exile - currently being 
translated to English) and “Hub fī al-mukhayyam” (Love in the Camp) (IPS, 2019). She also, 
co-directed and co-produced a six-part independent documentary film series “Chronicles 
of Refugee” that looks at the global Palestinian refugee experience since 1948.
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CONFERENCE ROOM, 4TH FLOOR, ISSAM FARES INSTITUTE, AUB
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