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ABSTRACT
Far from being confined to the public policies of the Islamic Republic, post-revolutionary religious 
practices have continued to evolve at the intersection of everyday life’s triviality and mysticism. These 
developments have not always aligned with the regime’s official Islam or the habitus of the Qom clergy. 
New debates, new forms of mobilization or religious expression, and a new Islamic public law rooted in 
fiqh have emerged, sometimes in tension with the political sphere. These innovations reflect the social and 
economic transformations that Iran has undergone—such as the rise of a child-centered culture creating a 
true “babyocracy,” increasing individualization, financialization, and mass consumption—as well as regional 
and global upheavals.
As an anthropologist of religion, my method has always been participant observation—whether studying 
a group of revolutionary Islamic women in the 1980s, pilgrimages in the 2000s and 2010s, elections, 
business circles, Afghan migrants, or theological education in Qom in the late 2010s. My approach to 
religion falls within the anthropology of power and popular modes of political action, drawing from African 
studies, particularly the work of Jean-François Bayart. This is simply because the religious sphere is also a 
field of power relations, spatial occupation, distinction, and competition. It is likely for this reason that the 
1979 revolution profoundly reshaped it.
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