
News Highlights 

Assessing the Cost-
effectiveness of Medical 
Treatments in the Modern 
Healthcare Landscape

Dr.​​ Samer Kharroubi emphasizes the 
growing importance of determining the cost-
effectiveness of treatments as healthcare 
providers navigate the intricate landscape of 
medicine...

Read More

LIMA23 Project Achieves 
Milestone in Advancing 
Lebanon’s Public Health

LIMA23 Project led by Dr. Omar Obeid has 
been initiated with the aim of evaluating the 
nutritional status and non-communicable 
disease risk factors among residents of 
Lebanese territories...

Read More

Saffron Field Day at AREC

AUB community gathers at AREC during 
the saffron harvesting season to learn about 
saffron production and enjoy the picturesque 
scenery...

Read More

Exploring Agri-Solar 
Solutions and Their Impact 
on Lebanon’s WEFE Nexus 

The 2nd stakeholders’ workshop of the BONEX 
project, led by Dr. Walid El Kayal, explored 
critical components relevant to the proposed 
Agrigen solution within Lebanon’s WEFE 
Nexus...

Read More

SURFOLY Project’s 
Sustainable Impact on 
Farming and Animal 
Nutrition

In a world where sustainable farming and 
agriculture are becoming increasingly crucial, 
the future is looking brighter, thanks to 
innovative climate-smart projects...

Read More

RE-LEAF Project Kickoff 
Revitalizing Lebanon’s 
Legume Value Chaine

ESDU has launched the RE-LEAF project on 
“Fostering Rural Areas through Enhancing 
the Efficiency of Legume Value Chain for 
Agribusinesses and Small-Scale Farmers”…

Read More

Exploring Confinement 
Landscapes: Gary Fields 
Delivers Insightful Talk on 
Palestine at AUB

LDEM in collaboration with the Palestine Land 
Studies Center, Center for Arab and Middle 
Eastern Studies, and Beirut Urban Lab, hosted 
a talk titled “Imprisoned: Voices and Images 
from Confinement Landscapes in Palestine”..

Read More

Yaser Abunnasr Highlights 
Green Urban Solutions at 
GiFLUID National Meeting

Dr. Yaser Abunnasr played a key role in 
the National Meeting on Green Urban 
Infrastructure and Nature-Based Solutions 
for Urban Planning as part of the GiFLUID 
project...

Read More

Med4Waste Final 
Capitalization Event in 
Cagliari, Sardinia

The Med4Waste project led by ESDU 
concluded in Cagliari, Italy, alongside the 
Water and Environment Support project, 
both advocating for a greener and more 
sustainable future in the Mediterranean 
region...

Read More

MedSNAIL Closing Event, 
a Milestone in Agri-Food 
Innovation

The “Sustainable Networks for Agri-Food 
Innovation Leading in the Mediterranean” - 
MedSNAIL project led by ESDU reached its 
final milestone on October 10th...

Read More
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Students and Alumni News

Dima Rachid, Receives the 
Rising Star Award at the 
Middle East Landscape 
Sustainability Awards 2023

Ms. Dima Rachid, alumna of the Bachelor 
of Landscape Architecture program, was 
awarded the Rising Star Award at the Middle 
East Landscape Sustainability Awards 
2023…

Read More

Amir Ibrahim Takes on the 
Position of Chief Scientific 
Officer at Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research

Dr. Amir Ibrahim, FAFS esteemed alumnus, 
has been appointed as the new Associate 
Director and Chief Scientific Officer of Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research...

Read More

Outreach

CORUSUS Field Visits 
Highlight Agricultural 
Challenges in Lebanon

The CORUSUS project led by ESDU has 
initiated an ambitious endeavor to address 
rural sustainability challenges, striving to 
implement substantial improvements in 
living standards and the preservation of rural 
livelihoods...

Read More

MedSNAIL Project Provides 
Training and Equipment for 
Sustainable Agriculture

Under the framework of the MedSNAIL project, 
significant strides have been made to support 
local producers in the pilot regions of West 
Bekaa and Chouf...

Read More

Awards and Promotions 

    

Dr. Nahla Hwalla awarded 
a prestigious medal from 
the International Centre for 
Advanced Mediterranean 
Agronomic Studies - CIHEAM

Read More
    

Dr. Samer Kharroubi                
re-appointed for another term 
as Honorary Reader of Medical 
Statistics at the University of 
Sheffield

Read More

Services

Laboratories for 
the Environment, 

Agriculture and Food 
(LEAF)

LEAF provides high-
quality services meeting 
international standards 

covering various biological, 
chemical, and physical 
tests, and responding 

rapidly to the emerging 
crisis. …

Read More

AgHive                        
The Remote Sensing 
and Geospatial Lab                       

AgHive helps make 
scientific information 
related to agriculture, 

remote sensing, and water 
resources management 

accessible for the 
community through a 
variety of services.…

Read More

Statistics 
Support Clinic                                              

(SSC)                                          

The SSC, whose ultimate 
aim is to promote high-

standard research through 
statistical data analysis, 
offers statistical support 

and consulting services.…

Read More

Upcoming Events

The Transforming Higher 
Education Project – Phase II 
Launch Event

Project aiming to catalyze educational 
changes and fostering greater community 
engagement.
Friday, February 16, 2024 | 10:00 am-12:00 
pm | Michel and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall 

Read More

Message from the FAFS Dean

To our FAFS family,

As we mark another milestone with the graduation of the Class of 2025, I am reminded that what we celebrate 
is far more than academic achievement, we celebrate a new generation ready to lead, restore, and reimagine a 
better world.

Our graduates are stepping into a world facing unprecedented challenges: climate extremes, fragile food systems, 
displaced communities, and widening inequities. These challenges are not distant headlines, they are urgent calls 
for thoughtful, ethical, and courageous action.

At FAFS, we didn’t just prepare our students to know more; we prepared them to care more, to lead with their 
hearts and minds. They leave us not only as experts in agriculture, agribusiness, nutrition, food security, and 
sustainability, but as advocates for communities, protectors of ecosystems, and champions of dignity and hope.

As Raj Patel wisely reminds us, the greatest challenge in global food systems is not scarcity but the unfair 
distribution of food, wealth, and power. Our graduates know this well, and they carry with them the conviction that 
true impact means ensuring every community, no matter how vulnerable, has access to nourishment, resilience, 
and opportunity.

Knowledge alone does not transform the world. But knowledge guided by compassion and conviction does. I know 
our graduates will stand up for those whose voices too often go unheard and will build bridges where they are most 
needed.

To our FAFS community — students, faculty, staff, alumni, partners, and friends — thank you for your unwavering 
commitment to shaping leaders who bring knowledge to life with purpose and humanity.

Congratulations, Class of 2025! The world needs you now more than ever.

Ammar Olabi
Professor and Dean, Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences

News Highlights 

FAFS Graduates Rise with 
Purpose at AUB’s 156th 
Commencement

Meet the newest generation of FAFS 
graduates — young leaders and innovators 
ready to heal, nourish, and reimagine our 
world when we need them the most.

Read More

FAFS Honors the Class 
of 2025 at Its Annual 
Graduation Reception and 
Awards Ceremony

An evening of heartfelt speeches, inspiring 
stories, and well-deserved honors — 
celebrating FAFS’ Class of 2025 set to lead 
with courage, care, and purpose.

Read More

FAFS Three-Minute Thesis 
Competition 2025

Discover how our graduate students turned 
complex research into powerful stories, and 
see which bold ideas won at this year’s 3MT® 
stage.

Read More

ESDU Keepers of the Land 
Prize 2025: Celebrating 
Sustainable Student 
Innovations

From tackling child nutrition to testing vaccine 
incubators — see how this year’s winners 
turned big ideas into practical change for 
Lebanon’s food and agriculture.

Read More

A New Chapter in Plant 
Research Takes Root at 
FAFS!

Step inside FAFS cutting-edge Plant 
Biogenesis Laboratory, where innovation 
meets sustainability to grow stronger, 
disease-resistant crops and safeguard 
Lebanon’s agricultural future. 

Read More

FAFS Inaugurates a Solar 
Hydroponic Glasshouse: 
Growing Innovation, 
Cultivating the Future

Explore how FAFS is revolutionizing 
sustainable agriculture with its new Solar 
Hydroponic Glasshouse, blending renewable 
energy and leading technology, and hands-
on learning to cultivate smarter, greener food 
systems.

Read More

Exploring Sustainability 
and Innovation in Lebanon: 
ESDU Launches the Food 
Security and AI Initiative

What if AI could solve Lebanon’s food crisis? 
ESDU launched a bold initiative bringing 
visionaries together to harness AI’s power for 
a sustainable, resilient agricultural future.

Read More

NFSC Researchers Win Top 
Honors at AUB Biomedical 
Research Days

With seven standout posters and two top 
awards, NFSC is pushing the frontiers of 
nutrition and health research, transforming 
science into solutions that matter.

Read More

PhD Student Layal Jaafar 
Takes Nutrition Research 
Global at ECO 2025

 Layal Jaafar’s innovative study on dietary 
amino acids and anxiety earned her a 
coveted spot at ECO 2025 in Spain, an 
inspiring milestone fueling her journey.

Read More

Awards and Promotions 

    

Dr. Hadi Jaafar has been 
re-elected as Chair of the 
Department of Agriculture and 
appointed as FAFS Associate 
Dean for Research and 
Innovation.     

Dr. Lara Nasreddine has been 
appointed FAFS Associate 
Dean for Academic and Student 
Affairs.

    

Dr. Samer Kharroubi has 
been appointed as Chair of the 
Department of Nutrition and 
Food Sciences.

    

Dr. Walid El Kayal has 
been promoted to Associate 
Professor at the Department of 
Agriculture.

Services

Laboratories for 
the Environment, 

Agriculture and Food 
(LEAF)

LEAF provides high-
quality services meeting 
international standards 

covering various biological, 
chemical, and physical 
tests, and responding 

rapidly to the emerging 
crisis. …

Read More

AgHive                        
The Remote Sensing 
and Geospatial Lab                       

AgHive helps make 
scientific information 
related to agriculture, 

remote sensing, and water 
resources management 

accessible for the 
community through a 
variety of services.…

Read More

Statistics 
Support Clinic                                              

(SSC)                                          

The SSC, whose ultimate 
aim is to promote high-

standard research through 
statistical data analysis, 
offers statistical support 

and consulting services.…

Read More

aub.edu.lb/FAFS
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Linkedin

Issue #53: The 2025 Celebratory Edition

Dean’s Updates

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/Pages/FacultyResearchPublications.aspx
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/LEAF/Pages/default.aspx
https://sites.aub.edu.lb/aghive/
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/ssc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_FAFSGraduatesRisewithPurposeatAUB156thCommencement.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_FAFSHonorstheClassof2025atItsAnnualGraduationReceptionandAwardsCeremony.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_FAFSThreeMinuteThesisCompetition2025.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_ESDUKeepersoftheLandPrize2025CelebratingSustainableStudentInnovations.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_ANewChapterinPlantResearchTakesRootatFAFS.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_FAFSInauguratesSolarHydroponicGlasshouseGrowingInnovationCultivatingtheFuture.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_ExploringSustainabilityandInnovationinLebanonESDULaunchestheFoodSecurityandAIInitiative.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_NFSCResearchersWinTopHonorsatAUBBiomedicalResearchDays.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2025_PhDStudentLayalJaafarTakesNutritionResearchGlobalatECO2025.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/LEAF/Pages/default.aspx
https://sites.aub.edu.lb/aghive/
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/ssc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/aub.fafs
https://twitter.com/AUB_FAFS
https://www.instagram.com/aub_fafs/
https://lb.linkedin.com/in/faculty-of-agricultural-and-food-sciences-aub-2b0307228

