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American University of Beirut reinstates tenure after 30 years 

Beirut, Lebanon- 22/11/2015 – On November 20, 2015, the Board of Trustees of 

the American University of Beirut (AUB), the oldest and most prestigious 

institution of higher learning in the Arab World, voted to reinstate tenure 

after a 30-year hiatus.  A task force composed of Board members, 

management and faculty will develop an implementation plan that will be 

submitted to the Board of Trustees.  Tenure was suspended at the 

University in 1985 at the height of the Lebanese Civil War, when the 

University’s mission and future were threatened following the assassination 

of 10th President, Dr. Malcolm Kerr. A series of task forces has carefully 

considered the policy for the past ten years, including one presided over by 

the late MIT President Dr. Charles M. Vest.  

The decision to reinstate tenure was voted on by acclamation in the 

University Senate in 2014, and carried forward by the current 

administration under AUB President Dr. Fadlo R. Khuri and Interim Provost 

Dr. Mohamad Harajli. A series of studies and discussions have been 

undertaken by the current AUB administration under the auspices of the 

Board’s Academic Affairs Committee, led by its chair, Dr. Huda Zoghbi of 

the Baylor College of Medicine, in collaboration with the Board’s Finance 

Committee, chaired by the CEO of the Arab Bank, Mr. Nemeh Sabbagh. 

The studies determined that restoring tenure and the protection of 

academic freedom it provides was highly likely to enhance recruitment and 

retention of world-class scholars at AUB, and to enable transformative, 

paradigm-shifting research at the 150-year-old university. 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees Dr. Philip S. Khoury, a scholar of Middle 

Eastern history who serves as Ford International Professor and Associate 

Provost at MIT, stated, “This is indeed a historic day, not only for AUB and 

its faculty, but also for liberal thought, and for excellence across the Middle 

East. AUB has a long and storied history as a bastion of academic freedom 



 

and counts among its current and former faculty cadres of genuine thought 

leaders and scholars who have made indelible contributions to research, 

education, and service. The Board has collectively decided that this is the 

appropriate and necessary step at this time in order to usher in a new, 

golden era for this highly impactful university.” 

Dr. Zoghbi, a pioneer in neurobiology and a member of the National 

Academy of Sciences and the National Academy of Medicine, echoed the 

timeliness of the decision. “The caliber of scholarship at AUB has been 

growing over the last 15 years, thus the time is right to reinstate tenure and 

propel AUB forward as a world-class research university,” she said. “The 

Board has carefully taken this step after considering all of our 

responsibilities towards the long-term health of the University, including our 

fiduciary oversight role. A task force of faculty, administration and Board 

members will undertake the design and implementation of tenure.” 

President Khuri added, “We are grateful to the Board for this powerful 

message of trust in our mission and in the caliber of our scholarship. For 

150 years, AUB has been the most influential proponent of liberal thought 

and high-quality research in the Arab World. In the final analysis, however, 

tenure and its privileges confer the ultimate academic protection and 

inspire high-risk, high-impact research and scholarship. While there is 

much work to be completed in the design and implementation stages of 

tenure, we as an administration, faculty, staff and students, are profoundly 

grateful for this vote of confidence from our Board in our vision, mission 

and future. We will bear this challenge with great pride, purpose and 

responsibility for this remarkable university. Our world-class faculty are up 

to the challenge.” 
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For more information please contact: 

Office of Communications, information@aub.edu.lb, 01-75 96 85 

 

Note to Editors 

About AUB 
Founded in 1866, the American University of Beirut bases its educational philosophy, standards, 

and practices on the American liberal arts model of higher education. A teaching-centered 
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research university, AUB has more than 700 full-time faculty members and a student body of 

about 8,500 students. AUB currently offers more than 120 programs leading to bachelor’s, 

master’s, MD, and PhD degrees. It provides medical education and training to students from 

throughout the region at its Medical Center that includes a full-service 420-bed hospital.  

 

Stay up to date on AUB news and events. Follow us on: 

 
Website:           www.aub.edu.lb 

Facebook:         http://www.facebook.com/aub.edu.lb 

Twitter:             http://twitter.com/AUB_Lebanon 
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