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AUB alumnus Najib Saab wins Zayed International Prize for Environmental 
Action Leading to Positive Change  
 
Beirut, Lebanon- 24/03/2011 - AUB alumnus Najib Saab, (bachelor’s in architecture 1978) 
editor-in-chief of Al-Bia Wal-Tanmia magazine (Environment and Development magazine) and 
secretary general of the Arab Forum for Environment and Development (AFED), won the 
Zayed International Prize for Environmental Action Leading to Positive Change in society.  

The Zayed International Prize for Environment was established in 2001 by Sheikh Mohammad 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum to acknowledge the environmental commitment of the late Sheikh 
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan. At $1 million, it is the most valuable environmental award in the 
world.  

An established architect who grew up in a publishing family, Najib Saab opted to leave a 
lucrative practice, devoting himself to advance the environment cause in the Arab region. 
The jury described Saab as: “a Lebanese national who has done more than most to bring 
environment into the day-to-day discourse within governments, the private sector and among 
the public and grassroots in the Arab world”. 

In addition to Saab, this year’s laureates were President Lee Myung-bak of the Republic of 
Korea, Cambridge scholar Sir Partha Dasgupta, and Dr. Mathis Wackernagel, founder of the 
Global Footprint Network. The winners were honoured by the vice president of the United 
Arab Emirates and ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, at a special 
awards ceremony held on March 14, 2011 at Dubai International Convention Center.  

Past winners include Jimmy Carter, the former President of the United States, Kofi Annan, 
former Secretary General of the United Nations, and Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland, former 
Prime Minister of Norway and UN special climate envoy. 

AUB has been an academic member of AFED since 2009. A good number of its faculty and 
students participate in AFED’s numerous activities and programs and have contributed to the 
annual reports that are published on the state of Arab environment.  
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For more information please contact: 
Maha Al-Azar, Media Relations Officer, ma110@aub.edu.lb, 01-353 228 
 
Note to Editors 
About AUB 
Founded in 1866, the American University of Beirut bases its educational philosophy, 
standards, and practices on the American liberal arts model of higher education.  A 
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teaching-centered research university, AUB has more than 600 full-time faculty 
members and a student body of more than 7,000 students.  AUB currently offers more 
than 100 programs leading to the bachelor’s, master’s, MD, and PhD degrees.  It 
provides medical education and training to students from throughout the region at its 
Medical Center that includes a full service 420-bed hospital. 
 
Stay up to date on AUB news and events. Follow us on: 
Website:           www.aub.edu.lb 
Facebook:         http://www.facebook.com/aub.edu.lb 
Twitter:            http://twitter.com/AUB_Lebanon 
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