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European Union-funded MEDAIGENCY Project Harnesses Al to
Strengthen Health Emergency Preparedness across the Mediterranean

MEDAIGENCY, a project co-funded by the European
Co-funded by Un_|o_n under the In_terreg NEXT MED I_Drogramme, has
iHiterrey - e European Union  Officially launched its three-year initiative to make
Mediterranean health systems better prepared for crises

NEXT MED through the responsible use of artificial intelligence (Al).

MEDAIGENCY . . .
' ek Across the Mediterranean, communities continue to face

emergencies triggered by climate events, conflict,
displacement, and infrastructure strain. When crises strike, delays in coordination, information
gaps, and limited preparation often cost lives. MEDAIGENCY—Mediterranean Health in Crisis:
Harnessing Al for Resilience—aims to change this by developing and adapting Al-powered
solutions that help institutions respond faster, smarter, and more equitably.

Over the next 36 months, partners from Lebanon, Palestine, Turkiye, Italy, and Spain will
collaborate to match existing artificial intelligence technologies with identified needs, and
develop six Al solutions supporting preparedness, response, and recovery. These tools will help
health and emergency actors anticipate risks, allocate resources efficiently, improve
communication during crises, and strengthen national and transnational coordination.

The project places strong emphasis on ethics by design, and stakeholder engagement. A
Mediterranean-wide Stakeholder Board will guide the process, ensuring that policymakers,
service providers, first responders, and community groups shape the design and adoption of
each solution. MEDAIGENCY will also establish an Ethics Advisory Board to ensure
responsible, trustworthy, and sustainable deployment of designed solutions.

Beyond technology, capacity building is central to the project. More than 125 service providers
and policymakers will participate in joint transnational training programs focused on operating,
using, and maintaining the Al-powered solutions, supported by hands-on demonstrations and
learning-by-doing methods. Roadshows, workshops, and dissemination events will support
scaling and institutional uptake across the region.
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The expected impact of MEDAIGENCY includes enhanced preparedness, response, and
recovery capacities of health systems across the Mediterranean; stronger disaster risk reduction
and emergency management that mitigates the consequences of emergencies on health
systems and affected populations; ethically developed Al-powered solutions adopted and
integrated into national systems and institutional infrastructures; and faster and more informed
decision-making before, during, and after emergencies.

With a total budget of €2.5 million, of which €2.2 million (89 percent) is funded by the European
Union, MEDAIGENCY represents a major investment in the future of health systems resilience,
bringing advanced technologies and participatory approaches together for a safer, more
connected Mediterranean.

Project partners include the American University of Beirut through its Humanitarian Engineering
Initiative (Lebanon), Latitudo 40 (ltaly), the Institute of Community and Public Health and the

College of Engineering at Birzeit (Palestine), Eticas Research and Consulting S.L. (Spain), 1zmir
Katip Celebi University (Turkiye), and So.Re.Sa. S.p.A.—Societa Regionale per la Sanita (ltaly).

For more information, visit the project webpage at
www.interregnextmed.eu/projects/medaigency

ENDS

Disclaimer: The contents of this press release are the sole responsibility of the MEDAIGENCY Project Partners and
can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union or the Programme
management structures.
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Note to Editors
About AUB

Founded in 1866, the American University of Beirut bases its educational philosophy, standards, and practices
on the American liberal arts model of higher education. A teaching-centered research university, AUB has more
than 790 full-time faculty members and a student body of over 9000 students. AUB currently offers more than
140 programs leading to bachelor’s, master’s, MD, and PhD degrees. It provides medical education and training
to students from throughout the region at its Medical Center that includes a full-service 365-bed hospital.

Stay up to date on AUB news and events.
aub.edu.lb | Facebook | X
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