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| would like to offer some context regarding the conditions under which the
exhibition Against the Window was produced.

There is a widespread awareness and anxiety about the fate of painting in our
age. In response to these concerns, the painter Bassam Kahwagi was invited
to curate an exhibition featuring what he considers the best painters in today’s
Lebanon. Bassam, who remains a firm believer in painting—even as many have
evaded toward conceptual art, design, or architecture—accepted the challenge,
resulting in this exhibition.

The selection reflects Bassam’s personal view of the most interesting painter-
ly manifestations in Beirut and Lebanon today. Firmly convinced that painting
still remains one of the best means of expressing one’s humanity (its innermost
feelings, doubts, uncertainties, and emotions), Bassam enthusiastically took on
most of the roles in the exhibition. He initiated the dialogue with the painters,
selected the works, wrote the curatorial statement, designed the poster, creat-
ed and designed the labels, and installed the exhibition. For all of this, we are
deeply grateful.

Octavian Esanu
AUB Art Galleries and Collections
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In this time of genocide, we present at
the AUB Saleeby Museum an exhibition
of paintings titled Against the Window to
mark the living present against all odds.

The paintings selected for this exhibition
are neither heroic nor do they deploy the
tropes of history painting. Rather, they
are experimental and provisional. They
foreground the searching brushstroke,
the hesitations of a line, the restarts,
doubts and attempts at grasping an
image out of the flood of pictures.

Against the Window, we stand uneasily,
for we know that the view has been
demolished and the glass-panes
shattered. Still, perhaps, through this
window a breeze stirs, bringing with it
the sounds of a conversation, words of
wisdom or possibly a ray of light that
transforms the interior.

This exhibition is an invitation to linger
with the seemingly inconsequential,

to look and see matter deposited on
precarious surfaces and again insist that
this world is worth protecting.
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Nour Akel
Amanda El Bitar
Mansour El Haber
Rola El Hussein
Hala Mouzannar
Walid Sadek
Nadia Safieddine
Hanibal Srouiji
Adlita Stephan
Amy Todman

Shawki Youssef

The curator wishes to express his appreciation to the artists for their
generosity and the confidence they have placed in this project.
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Nour Akel

b. 1999, Lebanon

Akel is a visual artist whose

work spans across painting,
photography, stitching, and
installation, with focus on material
and conceptual inquiries that

are rooted in uncertainty.

She holds a BA in Studio Arts

from the American University of
Beirut and has participated in the
Fondation Saradar Artist Residency
and the Home Workspace
Fellowship at Ashkal Alwan.

Through processes of repetition,
abstraction, and transformation,
she evokes the instability of
meaning. Alongside her artistic
practice, she is engaged in
restoration and preservation work
at the Beirut Museum of Art.
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Minus, 2023
Acrylic and pencil on raw canvas, 176 x 176 cm
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Amanda EI Bitar
b. 2001, Lebanon

El Bitar is a Beirut-based artist,
whose practice intertwines
painting, writing, and film. She
holds a bachelor’s degree in

Studio Arts from the American
University of Beirut and is currently
completing her master’s thesis

in their Art History and Curating
Program.

Her work considers the agency and
materiality of the work of art and of
the image, rethinking the pictorial
surface and the relationships
between figure and ground.

Untitled, 2025
Rice paper and gouache on wood, 156 x 10.6 cm
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Mansour El Habre
b. 1970, Lebanon

El Habre is a multidisciplinary
artist, born in Lebanon,

who specialises in painting,
printmaking.

He studied at the Institute of Fine
Arts at the Lebanese University in
Beirut, gaining a Bachelor of Art
degree in 1994,

before also achieving a Master’s
from Balamand University.

Untitled, 2023
Acrylic and paper on canvas, 116 x 89 cm
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Rola El Hussein
b. 1978, Lebanon

El Hussein is a Lebanese painter
and writer. She graduated from

the Lebanese University of Fine
Arts in 2002. In 2021, she left other
professional pursuits to return to
LLebanon and focus entirely on her
art.

Her artistic journey quickly gained
momentum with her first solo
exhibition, My Ordinary Life, in 2023,
followed by her second, Because
the Grass doesn’t think about its
Garden, in 2024 and the third in
2025 The five Elements. All three
shows were held at the prestigious
Agial Art Gallery in Beirut.

Alongside her visual art, El Hussein
is an accomplished author, having
published two novels and four
collections of poetry. She maintains
her painting studio in the south of
Lebanon.

Untitled, 2023
Acrylic and oil wax on canvas, 75 x 95 cm
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Hala Mouzannar
b. 1968, Lebanon

Mouzannar came to the world of

art after decades of experience in

the creative industry. After a BA in
Business Administration from the
American University of Beirut she
earned an MFA in the Visual Arts from
The Académie Libanaise des Beaux-
Arts.

She is represented in Beirut by Saleh
Barakat Gallery.

Untitled, 2017
Mixed media on canvas, 60 x 80 cm



Walid Sadek

b. 1966, Lebanon

o Sadek lives and works in Beirut.
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Untitled, 2024
Oil and enamel on papier maché, 19 x 22 cm
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Nadia Safieddine

b. 1973, Lebanon

Safieddine holds a Diploma in
Painting from the Lebanese
Univerity’s Insitute of Fine Arts.
She live and works between Beirut
and Berlin where she had several
group and solo exhibitions.

“In the act of painting, the artist
searches for the immediacy in the
expression of mental states and
movements that is inherent in
music,” says Safieddine.

Forest 1, 2020
Oil on canvas, 90 x 70.5 cm
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Hanibal Srouji
b. 1957, Lebanon

Srouji lives and works between
Lebanon and France. He holds

a Master of Fine Arts degree
from Concordia University in
Canada (1987). He has held
various personal and collective
exhibitions. In 2010, he joined the
Lebanese American University
where he is still teaching as an
associate professor of practice.

Hanibal Srouiji’s artistic career
explores the concepts of memory,
exile, and, above all, healing.

He is represented in Beirut
by Galerie Janine Rubeiz.

Fragments, 2015
Acrylic on canvas and collage, 17.3 x 25.5 cm / 32.5 x 24.5 cm /19 x 22.5 cmb (left to right).
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Adlita Stephan

b. 1976, Lebanon

Stephan, holder of a master’s
degree in fine arts from the
National Institute of Fine Arts, lives
and works in Beirut.

Stephan’s practice ranges across
drawing, painting, mixed media
and installation. Her artwork is
highly imbued with war concerns,
our fragility as human beings, time
and her “dream-like inner life”.
Her series “the obscure and its
crossing”, “The Dopamine series:
escape through mind exploration”
and “Memento Mori series” have
attracted positive professional
reviews.

The artist took part in several
group exhibitions between Beirut,
Abu Dhabi, Beijing and Montreal.

About the Blue, 2019
Blue ball pen on paper, 178 x 114 cm
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Amy Todman

b. 1982,Scotland

Todman is an artist and writer from
Scotland based in Beirut. She held
her first solo painting exhibition in

Beirut at Agial Art Gallery in 2023,

and has recently exhibited in Paris,
France and Doha, Qatar.

She has published several poetry
collections including Twig (2019)
and g(love) (2018), and holds a PhD
in Art History from the University of
Glasgow, Scotland.

Untitled, 2025
Mixed media on paper, 20.5 x 29.5 cm
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Shawki Youssef
b. 1973, Lebanon

Youssef lives and works in Beirut
since 1990.

Exhibited his work in Lebanon and
Abroad.

Represented by Saleh Barakat
Gallery.

"My soul walks with me, form of
forms". James Joyce

Untitled, 2024
Collage of canvas and acrylic, 24 x 36 cm
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