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IF YOU ARE A PROFESSIONAL ARTIST AND WOULD LIKE TO SHOW YOUR
WORK AT AUB ART GALLERIES

CALL US! NOW!

FOR THIS EXHIBITION THERE ARE NO CURATORS, NO JURIES,
NO PRIZES, NO FEES

YOU CAN SHOW YOUR ARTWORK IN ANY MEDIUM, STYLE
OR GENRE

ONE WORK PER ARTIST, NOT TO EXCEED 1 METER
INSTALLATION WILL BE ON A FIRST - COME - FIRST - SERVED BASIS

TEL. +[96113 387 216/ +[961171 102 142/ + [961]1 1 350 000 Ext. 4345 / 4347
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 17:00

ATTEND THE ALL - ARTIST - CONGRESS ON 17.09.2016, 10:00 - 18:00

DELIVER A SPEECH
AT THE MASHROU’ PROLETKULT ALL - ARTIST - CONGRESS

06.09.2016 | 18:00

AUB BYBLOS BANK ART GALLERY

exhibition and all-artist-congress

An All-Artist-Congress will be held at the Charles W. Hostler Auditorium
17.09.2016 10:00 - 18:00

Mashrou' Proletkult Exhibition Committee



MASHROU’ PROLETKULT

Exhibition and All-Artist-Congress at AUB

Mashrou’ Proletkult is an exhibition and
one-day congress. The exhibition is an
invitation to every artist to display his
or her artwork at AUB; the Mashrou’
Proletkult  All-Artist-Congress offers
every artist present at this event the
opportunity to deliver a speech on a
relevant topic of his or her choosing.

Mashrou’ Proletkult is not a curated
exhibition, but the fruit of collective
work carried out in the summer of 2016
by the Mashrou’ Proletkult Working
Committee. The Committee comprises
art history and architecture students,
art professors, and other cultural
workers from and around AUB. For
this exhibition and its congress, there
is No Curator, No Jury, No Prizes, No
Fees involved, and all decisions with
regard to it are made collectively by the
Mashrou’ Proletkult Working Committee.
The name “Proletkult” is inspired by the
revolutionary cultural politics established
in the Soviet Russia after the October
revolution or 1917, with the goal of
encouraging mass participation in the
making of a new progressive art and
culture. We are bringing this historical
experience into the reality of our flat,
gray, and ahistorical contemporaneity
in the hope of making a modest
contribution towards a more democratic
and egalitarian culture.

The Mashrou’ Proletkult Working
Committee has met regularly over the
summer of 2016 in order to discuss and
set the conditions for this Exhibition and
Congress. These meetings have resulted
in the following unanimous statements:

- Every artist must have the right

to exhibit his or her art.

- A1l artworks must be treated

equally — contemporary
or otherwise.

- Every artist must have the right

to engage in public speech on any
topic he or she deems important,
and more artists should do so.

- The role of the curator in

each of its current hypostases
(auteur, administrator,
manager, and/or arbiter of
aesthetic experience and taste
in contemporary art) must

be permanently questioned

and critiqued.

- Artistic production must play

a greater role in public
cultural discourse.

- A cultural center must first

and foremost be a place of
production, rather than a display
of the circulation and exchange
of cultural value.

- We must make exhibitions, not

design cultural policies.

- We must make more exhibitions

that seek independence from
private and corporate sponsorship.

- We must stop exploiting artistic

activities for non-artistic
ends: art galleries must stop
serving economic interests and
advertising products and values.

- No logos! No brands! No exclusive

parties! No patron previews! No
press previews!

- Contemporary artistic production

must provide means for
emancipation rather than satisfy

AN 312wt oS3 g | gad ) 10y LA Ll
Dbl 53 9ol 3 B

LE bl o 3 1T 10 galadlt gl
L}J&u\,‘ﬁlwuyﬂl S‘)‘J‘id..uuds)_aau‘
FAS(FERE (SPRE [JVPR SR

082)1a¥1 9 0 gl g o galusll g 3Ll g
ol )35 5 0,533 (po pSILA ISL | 31T 1 JLandl g
L all

aliis e Jlael G2 s 1 sl 1 g3 (gl
LRSI

Sle 1 Lo g3 ik 5 L g B8 ot 5L
e i ) 3

cosbons s Ja by Zudll JlacYl 3145

ousd s 05303 aalall a0l aatialdl 3 paead) (gusts.
ol ek

Llles LeSa 3AS) 3 aa s Y.

~elld Jad 8 Jae Joa 58 Lo bl (S ol 0

oS €9 o Lz
1T e uryee]

the desires and lifestyles of
the privileged.

- Exhibition openings must
be venues for critique and
discussion, not occasions to
display our new shoes.

- Artworks should not be treated
as “experiments” or “problem-
solving exercises” but as
formal answers to persistent
social contradictions.

- Exhibitions must be like
scaffoldings: they must allow
as many artists as possible to
participate in the construction
of social reality.

- All artists must be allowed on
the scaffolding.

- More exhibitions must seek
the infinite, the utopian,
and irrational, unreachable,
unreasonable and unverifiable ends.

Artists and curators: release
artistic production from the grasp
of advertising industries and
promotion culture!

Artists, curators, cultural
workers: dedicate more time to art
making, and less to your profiles,
grant applications, and updating
your CVs!

Dancers! Actors! Poets! Painters!
People! Determine the formal
conditions of your unhappiness.

Contemporary artists: do not buy
into the false promises of the
culture industry!

Artists: voice your protest
against the bureaucratization of
art and culture!

Artists: consider the idea that
contemporary cultural policies and
art management are means to manage
and control your imagination.

Artists, painters, dancers,
administrative and manual workers:
let your imagination run wild!

People, poets, artists: release
your imagination from the
shackles of cultural and artistic
bureaucracies!

Artists: demand to exhibit the
work of your curators!

- Fight cultural hipsterism and
expanded “curating”!

- Artworks create the conditions
for de-alienated labor.

- In the future emancipated
society, everyone will be an
artist not a curator.

- Don’t be afraid to make an
aesthetic judgment.

- If you don’t have anything to say
about a work of art-say it.

Mashrou’ Proletkult Committee
Beirut, Summer 2016
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